ASCC Themes 1 Panel 
Approved Minutes
Friday, January 27th, 2023							        8:30AM – 10:00AM
CarmenZoom

Attendees: Andridge, Cravens-Brown, Daly, Fredal, Hilty, Richard, Rush, Soland, Vaessin, Vankeerbergen, Wallace

1) Approval of 12/09/2023 Minutes
· Vaessin, Rush, unanimously approved 
2) German 3352 (existing course with GEL Cultures and Ideas and GEL Diversity – Global Studies; requesting to change levels from 2000 to 3000-level; title change; course description change; increase in credit hours from 3 to 4; requesting GEN Theme: Lived Environments with High-Impact Practice: Global and Intercultural Learning: Abroad, Away, or Virtual) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Lived Environments
· Approved via E-vote 
· Themes Panel 
· Rush, Vaessin, unanimously approved 
· High-Impact Practice: Global and Intercultural Learning: Abroad, Away, or Virtual 
· Rush, Vaessin, unanimously approved 
3) Education: Teaching & Learning 4303 (existing course requesting GEN Theme: Lived Environments) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Lived Environments
· The reviewing faculty recommend providing the course and GEN learning outcome charts that appear throughout the syllabus (such as on pages 5-7 of the course syllabus) in an appendix, as they found the syllabus could be potentially hard-to-read and confusing to students in its current form. 
· Approved via E-vote with one recommendation (in italics above) 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty are very supportive of this course’s inclusion with the GEN category. However, they ask that instructor presence be more thoroughly explained and clarified within the course syllabus. At present, it is difficult to see what role the course instructor will play within the course in order for the course to meet the required 3 hours of direct instruction per week. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be submitted that details all changes made as a result of the provided feedback. 
· Rush, Vaessin, unanimously approved with two contingencies (in bold above) 
4) Sociology 3597.01 (existing course with GEL Cross-Disciplinary Seminar & GEL Diversity – Global Studies; requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) (Tabled at previous meeting for lack of votes by Theme Advisory Group) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World 
· The reviewing faculty ask that more details be provided within the course syllabus as to how a student will engage with the idea of citizenship in the course assignments. They would like further information about how at least one of the course assignments will have students engage with the Theme and how they will be evaluated as they engage with the Theme.
· Approved via E-vote with one contingency (in bold above) 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty request that the Intended Rank and the prerequisites be amended to complement one another. If the offering department feels that the course should be limited to students with senior standing (although the Panel would strongly recommend that the course be open to more students), then the reviewing faculty ask that this be expressed as a prerequisite. If the offering department feels that the course should be open to students of all or most ranks, they ask that this be expressed in the “Intended Rank” section. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the department alter the statement on page 1 of the syllabus that reads, “Sociology 3597.01 meets the GEN Citizenship for a diverse and Just World Theme requirement” to read “This course is approved for inclusion in the GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World”, as the course will not, in and of itself, meet the requirement for the theme, as 4-6 credit hours are needed for completion. 
· The reviewing faculty request that all GEN Goals and ELOs (as well as an explanatory rationale) be included in the chart on the syllabus (pg. 2-3). Currently, only 2 of the 4 Goals (and their corresponding ELOs and explanatory rationale) are listed. A complete list of all GEN Goals and ELOs in an easy to copy-and-paste format can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/new-general-education-gen-goals-and-elos.
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be submitted that details all changes made as a result of the provided feedback. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend that the department use the most up-to-date version of the Mental Health statement (syllabus page 8), as the phone number and name of the suicide prevention hotline have changed. An up-to-date statement for the Columbus campus can be found here: https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/syllabus-elements. Should you require an updated statement for a regional campus, please reach out to that office directly. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend that the department remove all references to the GEC (syllabus page 1) and instead reference the “General Education”, “New General Education”, or “GEN”. The GEC is a retired General Education plan. 
· The reviewing faculty offer a friendly reminder that all student service statements (Mental Health, Student Life – Disability Services, Title IX, etc.) should be specific to the campus-of-offering. While they understand this syllabus has been crafted for students at the Marion campus, if this course is offered on other campuses, they kindly remind the department that the statements will need to be adjusted. 
· Rush, Vaessin, approved with four contingencies (in bold above), two recommendations (in italics above) and one comment
5) Yiddish 3399 (existing course with GEL Literature and GEL Diversity – Global Studies; increase credit hours from 3 to 4; requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World with High-Impact Practice: Research & Creative Inquiry) (Tabled for lack of votes by Theme Advisory Group) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World 
· The reviewing faculty find this course to be an excellent fit for the GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World and are stronger supportive for its inclusion within the GEN Theme category. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that more details be provided within the course syllabus as to how a student will engage with the idea of citizenship in the course assignments. They would like further information about how at least one of the course assignments will have students engage with the Theme and how they will be evaluated as they engage with the Theme. 
· Approved via E-vote with one contingency (in bold above) and one comment
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty request that all of the GEN Goals and ELOs (and their explanatory rationales) be included within the course syllabus (page 1). Currently, only 2 of the 4 Goals (and their corresponding ELOs/rationales) are listed. A list of all GEN Goals and ELOs in an easy to copy-and-paste format can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/new-general-education-gen-goals-and-elos.
· The reviewing faculty are unclear from the syllabus as to how the course constitutes an advanced study of citizenship. They note that the GEN submission form contains some excellent information about the advanced nature of the course and how the course topics and themes map to the Theme’s Goals and ELOs, and they ask that this information be incorporated into the syllabus so that these ideas are communicated more effectively to students. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend that the department use the most up-to-date version of the Student Life – Disability Services statement (syllabus page 6). An up-to-date statement can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/syllabus-elements.  
· The reviewing faculty recommend that the department use the most up-to-date version of the Mental Health statement (syllabus page 6), as the phone number and name of the suicide prevention hotline have changed. An up-to-date statement can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/syllabus-elements.  
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be submitted that details all changes made as a result of this feedback. 
· No Vote
· High-Impact Practice: Research & Creative Inquiry
· The reviewing faculty ask that the department provide an explanation of how the course will fulfill the contact hour requirements for a 4-credit hour course, as they are unable to see from the syllabus when the course will meet and/or for how long. (Though the course calendar implies that the class will meet 2x/week, it does not detail the length of these meetings. The definition of a semester credit hour and links to additional information about the amount of direct/indirect instruction required can be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website at: https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/definition-semester-credit-hour. )
· The reviewing faculty ask that the department clarify when and how they will engage with teaching about research and/or creative inquiry, providing information on the following: 
· When/how will students be taught about research methodologies/procedures or creative processes in the discipline? (The Panel notes the presence of three “Research Activity” or “Research Exercise” days on the course schedule, but asks for more information about these activities/exercises and details regarding how learning about research will be integrated throughout the course.)
· How will knowledge of these methodologies, procedures and/or processes be assessed? 
· In which course assignments will students apply their newly-acquired knowledge about research? 
· How is this focus on research and creative inquiry reflected in the syllabus? 
· The reviewing faculty recommend that the department and/or course designer reference the new GE Themes exemplars on the ASCCAS website here: https://asccas.osu.edu/gen-sample-proposals. They note that Music 3352, “Soundscapes of Ohio”, may prove particularly relevant and useful. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be submitted that details all changes made as a result of this feedback. 
· No Vote 
6) Hebrew 3705 (existing course with GEL Cultures and Ideas & GEL Diversity – Global Studies; requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) (Course tabled for lack of time at previous meeting) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World
· Approved via E-vote 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty kindly suggest to the department modifying their prerequisite of English 1110 to be “Completion of GE Foundation Writing and Information Literacy course”, as English 1110 is not the only writing course available to students to take within the new GE program. Of course, the reviewing faculty recognize that some departments and programs may wish to keep their prerequisite of strictly English 1110 and merely offer this as a friendly suggestion. 
· The reviewing faculty suggest removing all references to the outdated quarter system (as found on page 7 of the course syllabus) and replace this with semester. 
· Vaessin, Rush, unanimously approved with two recommendations (in italics above) 
7) History 3222 (existing course with GEL Historical Study; requesting new GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) (return) (previously approved by ASCC Themes Panel) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World
· Approved via E-vote 
· Themes Panel
· Previously approved at 04/01/2022 Panel meeting
8) Philosophy 2390 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World
· The reviewing faculty were very impressed with this proposal and find this to be a model syllabus. The staff in the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services office will reach out to Philosophy to ask if they can utilize this as an exemplar syllabus for their website. 
· Approved via E-vote 
· Themes Panel 
· Andridge, Rush, unanimously approved 
9) WGSS, AAAS, Comparative Studies 4921 (existing cross-listed courses requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) (Return) (Previously fully approved by TAG) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World
· Previously approved at 09/30/2022 Panel meeting
· Themes Panel 
· The WGSS version of the course has the course title of “Intersections: New Approaches to Theorizing Difference” while the AAAS and Comparative Studies versions have the course title of “Intersections: Approaches to Theorizing Difference”. Given that these are cross-listed courses, they are required to have the same title. The staff in the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services office will reach out to the units and update the title in curriculum.osu.edu once the departments have determined which title is correct. 
· Vaessin, Andridge, unanimously approved with one comment 
10) Anthropology 5609 (existing course requesting GEN Theme: Origins and Evolution) (Return) 
· Themes Panel 
· Rush, Vaessin, unanimously approved 
